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(left to right) Co-CEOs RENGY JOHN AND CLINT NAGATA with CFO KEE CHOON LEE 

DYNAMIC DUO TO HEAD BLINK DESIGN GROUP  

Co-CEOs Clint Nagata, BLINK’s founder, and industry veteran Rengy John  
to chart the future of luxury hospitality design 

SINGAPORE (27 April 2017) — BLINK Design Group has appointed Rengy John and Clint Nagata as  
co-CEOs, marking a new chapter for the luxury hospitality design firm as both leaders focus on their 
respective areas of expertise to strengthen the company through integrated business and design 
leadership. Over the last few years, BLINK has risen to be one of the top design firms globally that 
provide architecture and interior design services in the luxury hospitality market segment. 

Rengy joins BLINK from a 14-year career with Wilson Associates where he was most recently Managing 
Director of its 200-strong team in Singapore and Shanghai, the company’s largest globally.  On his 
move to BLINK, Rengy says, “There is tremendous potential — as a young firm, BLINK is dynamic and 
agile, which is a great fit for the new generation of hospitality entrepreneurs with whom we are 
working. I’ve always admired Clint’s design vision. This strengthening of BLINK’s leadership is a 
testament to our vision and ambitions.” 

Clint, who joins Rengy as co-CEO of BLINK, affirms the decision for a dual-leadership model: “The 
collaborative model plays to our individual strengths and enables greater effectiveness. At the same 
time, we can count on each other’s insight for future business decisions and challenges as we expand.”

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Another key member of the BLINK leadership team, who joined the firm in February, is its Chief 
Financial Officer, Kee Choon (KC) Lee, a financial professional with an exemplary business strategy 
background. KC served as the CFO of Baker & McKenzie for its Singapore, Indonesia and Malaysia 
offices which recorded enviable financial growth in all three jurisdictions. Prior to his appointment at 
BLINK, KC had demonstrated astute business acumen with his impressive track record, including 
robust business performance-tracking implementation, operational and tax efficiencies solutions for 
business units, among others. KC’s extensive experience with professional services plays a pivotal role 
in BLINK’s enterprise strategy as it moves forward with its expansion.
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Founded in 2006, BLINK was acquired by SMG in 2011 as part of an overarching strategy to 
strengthen SMG’s position and expand its global exposure within the hospitality design industry.  
In August 2016, SMG inked an exclusive agreement with Jaya International Design (JAYA) to manage 
and operate its ultra-luxury interior design business, with the express intent of continuing the 
legacy of its celebrated founder, Jaya Ibrahim, while forging ahead into a new era of incomparable 
guest experiences. Today, BLINK and JAYA are sister-companies within the hospitality arm of SMG, 
and are recognized as market leaders in building and interior design for the luxury hospitality 
sector in Asia and beyond.  

Says Anurag Srivastava, CEO of SMG, “We have put a strong team in place to lead BLINK and JAYA 
towards our goal of global recognition as preeminent luxury hospitality design firms.”  He 
continues, “Travel+Style recently published a master list of the top 70 luxury hotel openings in 2017; 
between BLINK and JAYA, we have six listed projects, which is an achievement for the team. Aside 
from industry recognition, it is ultimately our goal to create value for our clients, our hospitality 
operator partners, and our company. Our collective intelligence, imagination, and design insights 
enable us to transform our client’s vision into reality — that is what sets us apart.” 

# # # 

The six projects featured in the Travel+Style Master List are detailed below: 

(by BLINK) 
Six Senses Uluwatu • Bali, Indonesia 
Conrad Bora Bora Nui • French Polynesia 
Viceroy Princes’ Islands • Istanbul, Turkey
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CONRAD BORA BORA • FRENCH POLYNESIA • BLINK DESIGN GROUP

http://www.jayainternational.com/#home
http://www.travelplusstyle.com/magazine/the-top-70-luxury-hotel-openings-of-2017
http://m.sixsenses.com/about-us/new-openings/347443
http://conradhotels3.hilton.com/en/hotels/french-polynesia/conrad-bora-bora-nui-PPTBNCI/gallery/index.html
http://www.viceroyhotelsandresorts.com/en/istanbul
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RITZ-CARLTON JIUZHAIGOU • CHINA • JAYA INTERNATIONAL DESIGN

(by JAYA) 
The Patina • Capitol Singapore 
The Ritz-Carlton Jiuzhaigou • China 
Capella Shanghai • Jian Ye Li, China 

# # # 
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Notes to Editors:  

BLINK Design Group (BLINK) believes that every client’s story deserves an unforgettable place. 

Inspired by singular instinct and collective expertise, BLINK creates distinctive, successful hotels and 

resorts for their clients, and elegant, transformational experiences for their guests. Their work is 

always authentic and welcoming, centered on the uniqueness of each specific location. Celebrating 

its tenth anniversary, BLINK operates out of Bangkok, Singapore New Delhi, and Shanghai. The Asia-

born company provides a mix of integrated services — master planning, building design, and 

interior design — luxury hotels, resorts, restaurants, clubs, spas, and residences for leading global 

brands in the world’s most desired destinations.
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